St Mary’s Pastoral Committee Meeting 18.1.11
Attendants: Fr. Pat, Michael Burns, Margaret Barnes, Vicki Kennedy, Helen McShee, Paul Shuttler, Stephen Turnbull, Samman Appuhamay, Maureen Teed. 

Apologies: John Barnes, Pat Kirkby.

The office of Chair is vacant following the resignation of Mary McCormick. Margaret Barnes was proposed and seconded and accepted the position of Chair.

Fr. Pat led the opening prayer.

1. Matters arising from the previous minutes. There were no matters arising.
Two items were brought forward from committee members on behalf of parishioners.

Mass times. The issue of cancellation of the Saturday Vigil Mass was raised. It was felt that consultation on this issue had been insufficient. Fr. Pat explained that this Mass had been impossible to provide without the help of Fr. Creasey who was now required to help with Masses elsewhere. The decision, whilst taken by Fr. Pat, was one he had tried to avoid taking but was required to take at the insistence of the Diocesan Vicar General. Fr Pat had observed that the numbers attending the Vigil and the first Sunday Morning Mass were about the same so a vote between them would have been inconclusive. He was therefore constrained to make the decision himself in favour of retaining the two Sunday Masses - on the grounds that both these morning Masses also had an associated social dimension important to the life of St Mary’s church community (and the 11.00am was also attended by greater numbers than either the Vigil or the 8.30am). Those regularly attending the 8.30am Mass had been consulted over a period of a month regarding a change to an earlier time – to allow the priest celebrating the Mass adequate time to meet with those attending, to move between locations, and to be refreshed between Mass celebrations. Although a significant number had been in favour of having Mass at 8.00am, and a large number amenable to either 8.00am or 8.15am, Fr Pat had thought it best to bring the time of Mass forward by only 15 minutes - the minimum required by the prevailing circumstances.

The two Sunday Morning masses have had to have some adjustment to timings to allow movement between the three constituent churches. There was some discussion about possible cross over of parishioners between the three churches for music and other liturgical activities.
Singing at church. Some dissatisfaction was expressed about Fr. Pat’s comments re the singing at church at the previous week’s First Holy Communion Mass. Fr. Pat invited opinion from all the committee members present. There were mixed views about the content of what Fr. Pat had said, with some support for the views he expressed. Fr. Pat indicated that he had spoken in an extempore way and that whilst what he had said was heartfelt, he acknowledged that some of what he had said was negative in tone and that perhaps he had got carried away. However, he felt that there was a very serious message about the importance of participating rather than spectating at Mass.

It was proposed that Hilary Taylor be recognised by the parish for the sterling work she had undertaken for the parish through leading the music for so many years. This was unanimously supported.                       Action: Fr. Pat 

It was also discussed that there is an onus on however chooses music for the mass to choose hymns that the congregation are familiar with.

2. Holy Week Celebrations

Fr. Pat is keen to sustain the usual range of Masses over Holy Week. Sunday Masses will be as normal. The Assumption have agree to forgo their Easter Vigil and this Mass will be celebrated only at the Holy Name and St Mary’s. 

There will be 3 services on Good Friday, one in each church. On Holy Thursday there will be a Mass of the Last Supper in each church. An invitation will be extended to the Verona Fathers to concelebrate the Mass of the Last Supper at St Mary’s by Margaret Barnes on behalf of the Pastoral Committee. There will be the usual refreshments in the school hall afterwards. The Vigil Mass at St Mary’s will be celebrated by Fr Boniface and it will be the first time he has presided at these ceremonies in the UK. Margaret Barnes will speak to Alicja and Alessandra about helping Fr Boniface with the preparation of the ceremonial including the training of the Altar Servers, etc.
Action: M Barnes 
3. Our Lady of Kirkstall Joint Event. 
An evening of Gospel Music (i.e. hymns and songs with a Scriptural basis) and related Prayers is being arranged. It will be open to the parishioners and their friends in all three churches. It will involve the Musicians and Singers from each of the constituent churches of the Parish and also children from the three Primary Schools in the locality (St Mary, Holy Name, Sacred Heart). It will be followed by light refreshments in St Mary’s School Hall. This event will be hosted by St Mary’s as it is the largest church in the Parish. The evening is planned for Thursday March 31st (the last day before this year’s school Easter Holidays) and will take place at 6.30pm. All are welcome!

4. Lent Day of Recollection.
2 days of recollection for readers, Eucharistic ministers and other interested parishioners are proposed; one at the Holy Name, the other at St Mary’s. Mgr Paul Hypher, a retired priest who lives in Bentham, has agreed to come and run these. Dates are Sat 19 March St Marys 10-4 and Sat 26 March Holy Name 10 am – 4 pm.
Under this item it was pointed out that we have a growing sick list and a dwindling number of ministers available to take communion out. It was suggested that a letter was sent out by Fr. Pat inviting other ministers to help with this duty.

5. Stations of the Cross.

Fr Pat presented a  version of the Stations of the Cross that he had written for an National Ecumenical Pilgrimage to the Holy Land some years ago and which had been used as the Penitential Rite at Sunday Masses during Lent in several parishes to which he had ministered since that Pilgrimage. 2-3 Stations can be prayed each week from the 1st-5th Sunday of Lent. All agreed that this practice would be adopted in St Mary’s this Lent.

6. Lenten Penitential Service
The Advent Service at Holy Name was well attended. Ideally the Lenten Service would have been hosted at St. Mary’s but it clashed with the Ecumenical Stations of the Cross on the Tuesday of Easter week. It was concluded, therefore, that this would be hosted at Holy Name as in Advent.
7. Fair Trade Parish.
Both Holy Name and The Assumption were previously Fairtrade parishes. St Mary’s has also previously attempted to adhere to Fairtrade principles. Fr. Pat is keen for OLK to be a Fairtrade Parish. 
There are three simple requirements to attain ‘Fair Trade’ status;
· Use Fair trade coffee after services and in all meetings for which they have responsibility.

· Move forward on using other fair trade products such as sugar, biscuits and fruit.

· Promote Fairtrade during Fairtrade Fortnight and during the year through event, worship and other activities whenever possible.

8. Leeds Faith Trails ‘Treasures Revealed’
Fr. Pat introduced a scheme which opens up Catholic churches across the City for visitors. This gives parishioners opportunities to share their faith with visitors and open up the building. It was felt that this could be promoted through the local press and churches together. This is proposed for one weekend in May. The committee supported this proposal.

9. Minutes from OLK Parish Council.

The minutes from the inaugural Council Meeting were distributed and are now available at the back of church. The next full Parish Council Meeting is on 25th January. It is envisaged that there would be two permanent members of St Mary’s Pastoral Committee (formerly St Mary’s Parish Council) on the (OLK) Parish Council, one of whom would be the Chair and one other to be decided. Another two representatives from the St Mary’s Pastoral Committee would also attend in rotation so that all the members of the Pastoral Committee would be involved in the OLK Parish Council over the year.
Four Members of the Pastoral Committee will attend the January meeting: Helen McShee, Paul Shuttler, Maureen Teed and Samman Appuhamy. 

10. AOB
The SVP Christmas Party was very well attended and went down well.

11. Date for next meeting 
10th May 2011 7.30pm.
