

DRAFT MINUTES
OUR LADY OF KIRKSTALL, Parish Council, 24th May 2011, Holy Name Presbytery
Attendance – Fr Pat Smythe, Tony Allinson, Margaret Barnes, Peter Churley, Peter Dowson, Pat Kirten, Jack Knowles, Bill Mc Carthy, Sean Quigley, Susan Teggart
1. Welcome and opening prayer – led by Fr Pat
2. Apologies –J. Barnes, I Gardner, M Sinclair
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 25th Jan 2011 at Assumption Club
These were accepted as a true account.
4. Matters Arising  those marked * appear as substantive agenda items
1. Gospel Music Night March, 31st, St Mary’s Church: this was a happy and prayerful event with the collaboration of the three schools and the three churches’ music groups.  A lot of appreciative comments had been made and requests for a future event.
2. Spirituality Programme: An update from the Planning Group will be distributed this coming weekend.  The retreat days for Eucharistic Ministers and Readers have been appreciated but a greater focus on the spiritual dimension was requested in a future event, 110 attended in total.  40 attended the Rabbi Charing meeting on Passover and aspects of the Jewish faith and another event on Judaism is being planned.  The evening with Dr Pauline Souflas was also well attended.  The final ‘Seasons’ retreat day also took place.
3. Stations of the Cross: These were introduced as the Lenten penitential rites at Assumption and St Mary’s so there was and will be uniformity across the parish churches in future.
4. Holy Week: There had been a generally positive reaction in all three churches to the provision of services this year. A similar arrangement is envisaged for next year.
5. Fair Trade Certificate: A certificate for the parish is in the offing as all three churches are FT compliant.
6. Treasures Revealed: There was a modest attendance at HN including 5 people who had not visited a Catholic Church previously, it is considered to be worth repeating. Next year we plan a more limited opening time and to have more widespread advertising.  SM was not able to participate this year but has plans for inclusion next year.
7. Exchange of Musicians and Singers: This has been one-way so far, SM music group has been twice to HN.  Future reverse exchanges are hoped for.
8. Sacrament of Confirmation: This is being held at SM this year because of the larger number of candidates there and the experience there of hosting for a large deanery in the past.
9. Youth Ministry: All three pastoral committees have now had a chance to discuss this.  It is hoped to have a meeting soon after Confirmation with young people of the parish and possibly with Youth Ministry Coordinators for other parishes where they are in post.  A group with representatives from the three churches is to be set up to take this initiative forward.
10.  City of Sanctuary: This again has been discussed in the pastoral committees. SM School is committed to becoming involved and HN School will do so after completion of its Stephen Lawrence Award. There will be an event at HN on Oct 8th involving a drama group.  The Youth SVP group has been involved at SM.
11. Chair of Parish Council: Discussion took place on various possibilities. It was decided to continue with Fr Pat as chair for the next period. Pastoral Committee minutes from each church are to be circulated after approval.
12. *OLK Mass at Kirkstall Abbey
13. *Marriage Preparation

5. Main Items
1. Finance and Property Report:
a) Fr Pat presented the Parish Accounts for 2010/11 to the meeting and offered comments and explanations on various items.  This year the parish had been entitled to income of £75,000 without diocesan levy because each former parish was allowed £25,000.  Next year our entitlement before levy will be only £25,000 as one parish.  The charge (Note 3) for school furniture should read St Mary’s, Horsforth not Menston and is in view of the considerable use made of the school for parish events.  The expenditure on maintenance and repairs was high at £61,000 but necessary and within expected levels.  Appreciation was expressed in the meeting especially of the work of those members of the Finance Committee who dealt with parish property.
b) Major projects forthcoming
HN – none.
SM – provision of suitable toilets inc disabled within the church, currently at planning preparation to go for diocesan approval. Temporarily with-held because of urgent needs at Assumption.
ASSUMPTION – many major items necessary including dealing with asbestos. Proposals will be on next diocesan finance committee agenda.

2. OLK Mass in Kirkstall Abbey (July 10th)
Peter Dowson has done much of the forward planning.  We have the use of the nave and chancel and the cost implications are minimal.  All three pastoral committees were of the opinion that it should be a parish event rather than have a wider focus, although it will be a historic occasion.  Thus it is not a formal civic or diocesan event.  In addition HN & SM pastoral cttes have agreed that this Mass will replace the 11.15am &11am masses that day. [Subsequently it was decided that it will also replace the 9.45 mass at Assumption.]  Both Bishop Arthur and representatives from Mount St Bernard’s Cistercian Abbey, Leicestershire have been invited.  Replies not yet received. [We now have Bp Arthur’s acceptance, he will preside.]
Main cost implication is the hire of chairs c500.
Richard Cavadino is coordinating the music and Sean Quigley the altar servers.
Transport was discussed and it was agreed to organize ‘lifts’ if required.
Drive-on parking should be available on the sports field – will need stewarding.  Perhaps 20 – 30 stewards will be needed in total including putting the chairs out on Sun. morning.  The Catenians have offered to help with stewarding and also with the cost of producing service booklets.
Also required:
Eucharistic ministers & Readers
Altar vessels & linens, also perhaps weights/clamps to hold altar cloth
Presider's chair and chairs for those on sanctuary inc servers
Lectern
Altar – provision of round banqueting type table to be explored from the chair supplier
Tables to be used as vesting benches by the clergy, and also credence tables
Banners for each church
Communion to be under both species as is usual in the parish.
A rehearsal will be required.  Health & Safety Officers from each church should also be involved.

3. New Translation of the Roman Missal (Period of Preparation)
Lots of resources have been received and Fr Pat will lead 4 meetings in each of HN & SM and also at Assumption if desired to inform and prepare for the introduction on First Sunday of Advent 2011.

4. Catechesis for the Sacraments: Marriage, Confirmation, Baptism, First Communion
There is a need for more couples to assist with marriage preparation and an appeal has been made in the bulletin.  It is hoped that next year there will be collaboration for the preparation of all sacraments across the three churches so that there will be a unity of practice.  There is a need to build on best practice in the First Communion programme and to ensure good parental involvement and the celebration of stages on the way.  Future meetings of the FC catechists will also be held.

Any Other Business   There was no further business.
Date of Next Meeting  Oct 18th at St Mary’s.
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