Inaugural Meeting of Our Lady of Kirkstall Parish Council 
at St Mary’s on Tues 2nd Nov 2010 at 7.30pm

1. Fr. Smythe in the Chair

   The meeting opened with a prayer.

2. Members of the Council introduced themselves: 
Holy Name – Pat   Cadogan, Jan Cavadino, Maureen Carlton, Tony Allison.

Assumption – Kathy Webb, Eddie Aitkin, Michael Emly, Sue Teggart.

St Mary’s – Margaret Barnes, Stephen Turnbull, Mary McCormick , Alicja Dale.

3. 
It was agreed that the full Council would meet 3 times per year – once every term. Working groups would meet as necessary.

4. 
Documents produced for the Bishop’s Consultation Process on the review of Leeds parishes were circulated. These contain basic information about each of our three church communities concerning pastoral provision with particular reference to the Sacraments, care of the sick & elderly, & various pastoral provisions/opportunities.

5.

a) There was positive feedback on the new arrangements so far from the Assumption and St Mary’s. Appreciation was given to Fr. Smythe for his efforts in creating a smooth transition period. The New Finance Committee has already met & the new Pastoral Council has now been formed and convened. 
Comments on the new Parish Bulletin were mixed – some parishioners found the format confusing and some asked that names of the sick parishioners could be included as they had been in the previous smaller parish bulletins.

b) Christmas arrangements are already in hand – St Marys: on Christmas Eve, the family Mass at 5pm, Carols at 11pm followed by Midnight Mass, on Christmas day Mass at 9.30am. Holy Name: On Christmas Eve 3.30 Crib service, Vigil Mass 7.30pm, Carols at 10.30pm finishing at Midnight, Christmas Day Mass at 10am. Assumption: Christmas Mass option of a Vigil at 7.00pm or on Christmas Day at 9.45am.
c) The Induction of Fr. Pat Smythe as Parish Priest of Our lady of Kirkstall will take place in St Mary’s as the largest & oldest Church of the new Parish. After a discussion, Thursday 18th Nov was decided upon, the ceremony to begin at 7.30pm. The delay in setting a date for this event was due to being without a Dean until last week when Fr. Tim Wiley (PP of the new Parish of St John Vianney) was appointed. 
Other Priests of the Deanery will be invited as well as ministers from the three Churches Together groups. It is hoped that there will be civic representation from Horsforth Parish Council. There will be readers and servers from each of the three Churches, as well as music from all the Churches. St Mary’s will provide refreshments afterwards.

d) St Mary’s newsletter was distributed and it was agreed to keep it as it is for the moment. Thanks to Margaret Barnes for gathering and assembling the contributions. Attention was drawn to the new OLK website which can now be accessed > OurLadyofKirkstall.org.uk
e) The new translation of the Roman Missal will be introduced in Advent 2011. Some preparation has already taken place with the circulation of directives on the way to read the Scriptures and the Responsorial Psalm. It is hoped to arrange days of recollection for ministers & readers with workshops and discussions on Spirituality – possibly in Lent.

f) Local Churches Together. It is important that links are maintained but input from the clergy must be limited since 2 priests cannot attend meetings of all 3 groups. Fr. Smythe has been invited to speak in Kirkstall Abbey at the Abbey Churches Together ‘Kirkstall Christian Festival’ (July 9th 2011).
6. 
a ) Easter services will put a strain on existing man power. It is hoped the Verona Fathers will help out at St. Mary’s as they have done in the past. 

b) There is a possibility that a Parish Mass can be celebrated at Kirkstall Abbey in Summer 2011 – the last Sunday in June is a possible date.

c) The possibility of St Mary’s being open for a day as Part of the “Treasure Revealed” in May 2011 will be discussed by the Parish Pastoral Committee next week.

d) A discussion about youth provision was begun by Tony Allinson, and the idea of having a Parish youth ministry co-ordinator raised. It was agreed that this was a major issue and detailed plans need to be made.
7. The next meeting will be held at the Church of the Assumption on Tuesday 25th Jan 2011.

