

THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH PASTORAL COMMITTEE
Meeting 12th May 2011, parish club, Peter Dowson in the chair, 21 members present.
1.  Opening Prayer – at Fr Pat’s suggestion, we said OLK Prayer of Renewal.
2. Apologies – Carol Burns.
3. Minutes of meeting of 11th Jan. 2011 – approved.
4. Matters arising – 
Easter services – well attended, with particular pleasure expressed at the Paschal candle for each church carried at the Vigil Mass at HN.  Fr Pat was asked to consider moving services between churches next year, tho’ it was understood that Assumption not big enough for a joint Good Friday liturgy.  Visiting priest to be asked to assist next year.  The unfortunate clash of a club booking with the Mass of the Last Supper noted for future planning.
Church service improvements – altar servers:  Jack Knowles organising rota of adults (ladies equally welcome), vested if possible  but sober dress acceptable.   Rebecca Dempsey:  her long service on the altar recognised, Peter Churley in process of locating so small award can be offered.   Confessions – enquiry among parishioners showed no demand for increased provision.  Standing group:  it was agreed that follow-up of committee decisions would be facilitated by a monthly meeting of officers, Frs Pat and Boniface to be kept in touch. 
Communication – contact names/photos in church porch – a list was agreed, Eddie Aitken & Peter Churley to action.  Minutes from HN and SM Pastoral; Committees had been received and copies placed in the porch. 
ACTs:  report made of Assumption  activities during the year at the January ‘Good News’ meeting ;  no-one present had attended the ecumenical Good Friday service.
5.  Parish Finances  –  the parish Finance Committee had met on 11 May, and our representatives reported that a budget had been agreed and that proposals/costings for work on our church building had been submitted to the diocese (decoration, heating, rewiring, removal of asbestos etc).  The spirit of unity amongst the three church representatives was noted.  Finance Committee minutes to be available shortly.
6. OLK Parish Council – the minutes of the 25 Jan. meeting had been distributed;  next meeting 24th May.  Matters arising are covered in the remaining agenda for this meeting
7. Asumption Church Groups –
CAFOD – Kathy Webb reported on the progress of the El Salvador campaign and our contact with the village we are helping – parishioners had signed Easter cards.  Sacred Heart school was helping with the project (displays in the church porch) and parishioners are to be invited to a talk on El Salvador at the school on 14 June, 9.30a.m.;  pupils will take part in a Mass here on 1 July, followed by cake etc. 
stalls – tribute was paid to the work of Jo Mistry (teacher) and Marion Emly (governor) in fostering this connection with the school.  Greg Mulholland M.P. had been lobbied re climate change.  Group members are to undertake our church Christian Aid house-to-house collection stint and have also volunteered to do some of Adel  St John’s (CofE) commitment.  Parishioners are to be invited to take part in the CAFOD St Cuthbert’s Cross charity/publicity walk when it passes through our parish on 22 June.   Fair Trade stalls at the back of church have been successful, but one  will not be run at the Kirkstall Festival this year because of our parish Mass the following day.
MUSIC  –  Joe Burns reported that the singers group was progressing, practising harmonies to some hymns and  introducing new hymns to the congregation – but slowly so we are not overwhelmed.  The silence after Joe has introduced a new psalm or hymn was commented on as a welcome few moments of reflection before Mass starts.   The committee recorded its warm appreciation of the contribution of all the musicians and singers to our worship.
GROUND FORCE  - Jack Knowles reported that he was in the process of recruiting new members and inviting new ideas for the grounds.  The idea of parishioners  buying plants/bushes and dedicating them to deceased relatives or friends was still open, with a blessing service also a possibility.  The committee offered a formal thank you for the excellent appearance of the church grounds.
SOCIAL CLUB  -  Peter Dowson explained the difficulties facing the club committee:  the constitution requires 12, and to make a quorum a further 7 members are needed for the four meetings per year;  names were canvassed, younger people especially.   Margaret Dean reported that recent attendance had been poor and that more bookings were needed.   Christine Pinkney drew attention to the locking-up arrangements – if the bar over the outer door is used, she has to be called from her home to open up, but without the bar the entrance is insecure  -  Peter Dowaon said that the proposed alterations submitted by the Finance Committee would remedy this, and in the meanwhile he would bring in a joiner to make a temporary secure door.
SVP  -  temporarily in abeyance, but Peter Churley reported that he is now a member at HN and the work was being carried on,  also with the help of SM SVP Conference.  It was hoped that our Conference would be re-established before too long as there is an obvious need for visiting the home-bound,  asylum-seekers and others in need.
8.  Mass on Sunday 7th May  -  at this point Fr Pat intervened to express his thanks and appreciation for the way the congregation had risen to the challenge when he was prevented from celebrating because of the Leeds Half Marathon.  Despite careful enquiries during the previous week about the times the barriers would be set up, he was still not 
allowed to pass, and a last-minute phone call was the only warning he could give.  The resultant liturgy had been nonetheless been prayerful, enhanced by vigorous hymn-singing; 
luckily, there had been sufficient consecrated hosts in the tabernacle.  Particular appreciation was expressed for Eddie Aitken’s leading the service.
9. Mass at Kirkstall in the Abbey church,  Sunday 10 July  -  Peter Dowson reported on the planning team’s proposals:  time, 12 or 12.30;  it is to be the only Mass celebrated in the parish on that Sunday;  parish picnic in grounds afterwards;  opinions to be canvassed re invitations to the Bishop and to the Cistercians at St Bernard’s Abbey.   Discussion expressed strong view that this should be a Mass celebrated by our priests,  bringing the whole parish together,  and that Bishop should be asked not as celebrant but as an honoured guest (Fr Pat informed us that this was SM view;  HN yet to be asked);  similarly, the Cistercians should be asked as honoured guests to the first Mass to be celebrated in the abbey church since the Reformation;  the problems of getting infirm parishioners to the abbey could be overcome, with the Access bus flexible if given enough notice, and Care Homes could be asked to accommodate patients re meal-times if asked (Alexandra Court residents keen to attend);  ACTs churches could be invited on the understanding that this would not be a specifically ecumenical service.   The planning group were thanked for their work.
10. Leeds, City of Sanctuary – an explanatory  note from Carol Burns together with an offprint from their web-site was distributed.  Fr Pat hoped very much that we would add our name to the supporters list, particularly as Catholic parishes were not well represented amongst the numerous Christian groups supporting the project, and it was recommended that parishioners should be invited to visit the web-site for more information.
11. Date of next meeting  -  to be fixed during last two weeks in September so that it is before the next Finance Committee and OLK Parish Council meetings.
12. Closing Prayer  -  there being no other business, the meeting closed with a Hail Mary led by Fr Pat. 

